2021 NEWSLETTER

TWO PAWS UP

MORE THAN 200 NEW VOLUNTEERS
JOINED OUR PACK

Happy, Happy Tails!

667 DOGS & CATS ADOPTED FROM
THE CENTER THIS YEAR

2ND ANNUAL PET CALENDAR

HELP RAISE MONEY FOR PETS BY SPONSORING
A DAY OR ENTERING OUR PHOTO CONTEST!

Celebrate Your Pet!
I N O UR SECO ND ANNUA L

P E T CAL E N DA R !
HOW? ...IT’S EASY!

You can honor your pet by doing 1, 2, 3 or all 4
options! All proceeds from calendar sales
directly beneﬁt the dogs and cats in our care.

1. Sponsor a Day - $25!

Reserve a special day in our 2022 Pet Calendar! Celebrate your
pet’s birthday, adoption day or any other day that holds special
meaning to you.

DEADLINE TO SPONSOR A DAY IS DECEMBER 10.
Days are ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served.
Receive a FREE calendar with purchase!
Visit www.cal.mc-aac.org to purchase online!

2. Enter Our Photo Contest - $5!

Enter your pet for a chance to win the cover or a month feature
in our 2022 Pet Calendar!

ENTER THE CONTEST NOVEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 10.
Visit www.mc-aac.org/petcontest to enter!

3. Vote For Your Favorite Photo - $1!
You get to decide which pets win BIG in our Photo Contest!

VOTING IS OPEN NOVEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 10.
Visit www.mc-aac.org/petcontest for full details.

4. Buy A Calendar - $10!

Our pet calendars will make the perfect holiday gift for friends
and family...and of course don’t forget about yourself, either!

PRE-ORDER YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR $10.
Visit www.mc-aac.org/calendar to purchase.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

2020-2021

78
387

STRAY DOG
REDEMPTIONS
DOG
INTAKES

23
440

STRAY CAT
REDEMPTIONS
CAT
INTAKES

282
385

DOG
ADOPTIONS
CAT
ADOPTIONS

218
461

NEW
VOLUNTEERS
ACTIVE
VOLUNTEERS

Since opening our doors
in August 2015, we have
helped more than 3,404
homeless cats and dogs
ﬁnd their forever homes!

1,701 1,703
TOTAL
DOGS

TOTAL
CATS

FROM OUR STAFF

WHAT MAKES US HAPPY
“We help people and animals that have nowhere else
to turn. We give them a soft, comfortable place to
wait while we ﬁnd them the perfect family.” - Nicole
“I have been here long enough to see that the older
cats can have a hard time adjusting to a kennel
environment. I work with these older cats to let them
know they are still loved and cherished. It perks them
up and keeps them eating and healthy.” - Pam T.
“I was so nervous that one dog, Moose, wouldn’t ﬁnd
a home due to his ‘naughty’ behavior at the Center.
But we got him into a foster home where he learned
how to be a good boy and he is now in his forever
home! Stories like this are the reason I love my job.”
- Elli

“Every animal is different and has their own personality just
like people do. I love that the MCAAC is not aimed to make a
proﬁt for itself, but to teach and encourage people to do what
is best for animals.” - Lindsey

“It’s amazing to have animals open up.
The shelter can be such a scary place for them
and we get a lot of animals that don’t trust
people. A family came and adopted a couple of
kitties, one being Angel, who was VERY scared
here. They returned the carrier and told us that
Angel was making such good progress on the
ﬁrst day! It just shows how the shelter can really
affects them. They go home and become so
sweet and thankful for their families.”
- Brynn

“I’ve worked with animals for quite a few years. It is my
passion to work with them and care for them to the best of
my ability.” - Cheyenne

I love getting to take care of these animals
while they don’t have a home to call their own.”
- Tonya

“I enjoy helping community members ﬁnd their lost and found
pets, and seeing animals in their happiest moments go home
with a family who will ﬁnally love them for who they are. It’s
wonderful to think at the end of the day how happy and
complete someone must feel with a new companion to wake
up to every morning.” - Trisha

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

TWO PAWS UP!

The generosity of the Center’s volunteers means the world to the animals and the people who care for them every day. Thanks to these special people, our animals
experience love and enrichment, clean beds and kennels, and extra comforts that help make them happy while waiting for their forever homes. We appreciate ALL of our
volunteers!

HERE’S TO OUR CORE VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH OF THEIR TIME TO OUR MISSION BY VOLUNTEERING
MORE THAN 40 HOURS EACH BETWEEN OCTOBER 2020-2021!
Jennifer Ambrose • Brenda Bolton • Jennifer Didun • Amber Dresen • Judy Ellinghausen • Luke Fitzpatrick • Sarah Gold • Sean Harrison • Brian Hopkins
Mia Imbrescia • Joan Kohles • Sandy McGufﬁn • Esperanza Pinocci • Savannah Pucella • Michelle Seidel • Taylor Srb • Richard Stellflug • Kyle Spriggs
Ryan Victor • Corbin Zachary

Sean & Dante (Cat)

Taylor & Tank (Dog)

Savannah & Mai Tai (Cat)

Joanie & Molly (Dog)

Mia & Smokey (Cat)

Make a Difference in the Lives of Animals! Donate Online or Submit the Form on Page 7.

Esperanza & Lillie (Dog)
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HAPPY, HAPPY TAILS!

“Makheera ﬁt right in from the ﬁrst

“I adopted Manny and Daisy in July

“We are still learning those pesky rules:

moment! She is doing

of 2020 and it was the best decision I

chasing the barn cat is not permitted,

well - taking walks every day, going

have ever made. They are the

eating the chickens is not permitted

to the groomer, protecting the

sweetest, most playful, and cuddly

(but cooked chicken is OK?), and

property, eating treats, and sleeping

kitties! They have now lived in 3 and

running to the next door neighbor's

on a fluffy doggie bed in my room at

visited 9 different states! They have a

house to wrestle Millie the Corgi is also

night. She is a very good dog and

lot of kitty and doggy brothers and

frowned upon... what's a pup to do?

has helped to ﬁll a spot left by the

sisters that they love to play with! I

Shadow (aka: Marshmallow) went to

loss of another last Christmas.

am forever grateful to the MCAAC for

the vet recently to get ﬁxed (he didn't

She is well loved!” - Sandra

my babies.” - Delanie

know he was broke!) and came home

Makheera

Manny & Daisy

with a new charm for his collar and a
snazzy scarf too. Eight months old
now and he is checking in at 93
pounds! His brother, Book (aka:
Kristoff) weighs 95 pounds at 11

“

“Nova has become Binx. My sister thought of it after
watching Hocus Pocus since I’m Dani and I adopted a sassy
black cat. Honestly I’m surprised someone didn’t adopt her

years!” - Natalie

Shadow

sooner- she is the sweetest thing! When I met Binx for the

Binx

ﬁrst time, she immediately circled my feet and started
purring. I knew at that moment I was chosen and was
ecstatic to know that I could take her home that day. She settled in
immediately, claiming her spot on my bed in less than an hour. She has
completely come out of her shell in the months since I adopted her.
Her favorite pastimes are yelling at me when she wants to play and
presenting me with socks she ﬁnds in my room. I am beyond grateful to
everyone who helped me ﬁnd my fur baby and I just want to say thank
you to the Maclean-Cameron Animal Adoption Center. ” - Danielle

“Hattie has found her forever home,
where you will ﬁnd her napping in the
dirt, rolling around in the hay, herding her
chickens, or wrestling with her three other
siblings. Since bringing her home, her anxiety
has drastically improved, she lost about 25
(much needed) pounds, and now has the
energy to actually play with the other dogs.
Everyone who meets Hattie falls in love with
her sweet and needy personality. After being

“I adopted Rio in October 2020. She runs the house with her sassy attitude
and greets everyone at the door waiting for loving, no matter who you are.
She loves to go on walks and ends every day with snuggles in bed.

Rio
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She is the best big sister to her little sister Bella!” - Shelby

left a stray, Hattie has ﬁnally found her people
and knows that she is ﬁnally safe.” - Macy

Hattie

www.mc-aac.org | (406) 727-7387
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ADOPTION STORIES!
“Seth, is LOVING his new home as he gets to be the protector of
the baby in the house! He also loves taking naps with his
human and giving loves whenever you want them! It took a bit
for him to adapt to his new environment but we are loving the
new addition and so thankful we picked him.” - Shayla

Seth

“I adopted Maggie in the spring of 2019
while working at the Center. I’ve always
been a cat person and I wasn’t really
looking for a dog, but I fell in love with
Maggie the moment she came through the
doors as a stray. Maggie, like many strays,
was never claimed. We made her available
for adoption and it was only a few days
before someone wanted to meet her. When
they decided they wanted to take Maggie
home, my heart broke a little bit. I told
myself, ‘This is the goal of the Center, this
is a good thing.’ And that was that.
“A little while later, Maggie came back! It
turned out that Maggie wasn’t getting
along with the dog already in the home,
despite initial meetings between the two
going well. To me, it felt like fate. I took
Maggie home right then.
“It’s been over two years since then, and I
can’t imagine having a better dog. Maggie
is sweet, loving, and ﬁts right in with her
cat-sister. I still don’t think I’m a dog
person, but I'm deﬁnitely a Maggie person.”
- Emily

Maggie

“Felix came in as a
stray and was never claimed,
which was very odd because he was the
sweetest boy ever! Felix quickly became
a favorite of the staff, as all of our long
residents tend to do. We would let him
out in the mornings and he would join
our weekly staff meeting and distract us
all from listening. When we had Kids’
Camp, he was always the cat we let the
kiddos hang out with because he was
perfect with them. We couldn’t quite
ﬁgure out why he was here for so long
because he was a fantastic cat.
“Finally, a lady (Shelly) came in looking
for a cat with no preference of who she
wanted to meet. We had her meet Felix
and warned her that she would probably
fall in love with him immediately. Shelly
put her purse down on the floor as we
talked more about his history and other
information. After a couple minutes we
looked back over and Felix was trying to
sit inside her purse! We laughed and
thought maybe he smelled something
tasty, but no, he actually just wanted to
sit inside her purse. So we told her, ‘Well,
it looks like Felix is ready to go,” and
Shelly said, ‘Let’s start the paperwork.’
“Felix is now happily living in his new
home with a black lab and they are best
friends!”
- MCAAC Staff

Felix

Make a Difference in the Lives of Animals! Donate Online or Submit the Form on Page 7.

“Teddy feels like he's been in our
family forever. He's a gentle,
congenial, affectionate old guy, and
he knows his mind. He's taken over
Sam's overstuffed snuggle chair
even though Sam and I have
offered him a number of cozy
options....he'll have none of it.
“Teddy LOVES the dog park, is
moving VERY hesitantly toward
swimming when I take him to lakes
or rivers, and is walking further
every day without weakness. He
ﬁnds me EVERY night at dinner
time and paws or stares at me (if
I'm working) until I get with it.
“The MCAAC staff is stellar. Each
one was kind, empathetic,
proﬁcient, and clear sighted. They
supplied me with just the right
amount of patience and pertinent
information regarding Teddy's
personality, history, and needs.
They were correct on all counts,
and never made me feel my
hesitancies and concerns weren't
valid. They were Teddy's
cheerleaders, but allowed me to
come to my decision without any
pressure. I am truly impressed and
grateful for their help. What they all
do takes a strong heart and equally
strong commitment to these
animals in need, and I am just so
grateful that they are there
rescuing, loving, and repeating.”
- Ginny

Teddy
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WAYS TO GIVE: FIRST FRIDAY $5

FIRST

FRIDAY
$5. 00

A little bit from you means the WORLD to us!

Donate just $5 every month & help us to continue caring for
homeless cats and dogs in our community!

mc-aac.org/FirstFridayFive

FOR THOSE IN NEED: PET FOOD PANTRY
Pets are family & we want to make sure they are fed!

The Pet Pantry is intended to help pet owners in Great Falls who are:
• senior citizens
• people with disabilities
• low-income families
• those currently suffering ﬁnancial hardship

Please reach out to us if you or someone you know can use our help!

CHANGE THEIR WORLD: EMERGENCY MEDICAL
When you save your spare change, you support the MCAAC’s
mission to help dogs and cats who are looking for their forever
homes. With just 50 cents a day, you can raise $182.50 in a year
for our Emergency Medical Fund.

A NIGHT AT THE: FUR BALL
The committee, chaired by Jody Jakes, worked hard to plan the
Maclean-Cameron Animal Adoption Center’s signature
fundraising event, held on August 28, 2021 at the Best Western
PLUS Heritage Inn.
The 16th Annual Fur Ball attendees enjoyed hors d'oeuvres
during Yappy Hour, live music, a gourmet plated dinner, a card
blitz raffle for $500 cash and a wide variety of silent and live
auction items. The enthusiasm and support of sponsors,
donors and attendees for the 16th Annual Fur Ball was evident
throughout the night and we are very grateful for the support.
The event raised over $100,000!

Thank you to everyone who donated their goods and services
for a successful live & silent auction! There are too many to
name, but we are deeply grateful for the support of more than
163 individuals and businesses from the Great Falls
community!
Thank you to our volunteers! Adam Altringer, Clarissa
Hunnewell-Altringer, Colleen Dabler, Amber Dresen, Judy
Ellinghausen, Lindsey Godwin, Terri Gordillo, Rob & Donna
Kodalen, MAFB Service Men & Women, David Mansﬁeld,
Tricia Mansﬁeld, Amanda McCarvel, Jim McCarvel, Rose
McCarvel, Kenyana McLean, Kim Sangray, Sadie Sangray,
Leslie Stapp, Jasmine Taylor, Matt Trevino, Kelcy Wedekind,
Hollee Woodhouse & Corbin Zachary.
Thank you to the 16th Annual Fur Ball Committee!
Jenn Gallmeier, John Huber, Katie Hurin, Jody Jakes, Misha
John, Sherry Kauffman, Kerry Otto, Ginny Pierce, Karin Sikkink,
Wendy Sire, Sue Skees, Emily Spriggs, Sue Ann Stephenson-Love & Pam Volk.

Thank you to the 16th Annual Fur Ball Sponsors!

When you’re ready to donate the change in your growler, bring it to the
Center to be counted. It’s fun to see the money go into the
machine and learn how much you saved for the animals!
Unexpected medical expenses can be costly. Your
generosity helps us offset the costs of treatments and
procedures, and allows us to care for the animals that
come to us ill or injured.

HEADLINE SPONSORS

HAVE FUN WITH US: CRITTER CAMP
Jody Jakes

Our campers learn about animal care and understanding through humane
education lessons, guest speakers, pet projects and more!
Thank you to all of our sponsors and presenters!

REALTOR ®

H

K

john huber

LOL A KOSMERL

SIGN UP FOR THE HOLIDAY AND SUMMER CRITTER CAMPS!

Visit mc-aac.org/education for information.

Wendy R. Sire

, CFP ® . CIMA® . MBA
Senior Vice President– Investment Ofﬁcer
Wells Fargo Advisors

EVENT SPONSORS

LOOK FORWARD TO: TAILS & ALES

DAN
LEDBETTER

Our community will gather to celebrate the 7th Anniversary of the Center at Tails
& Ales 2022! Guests will enjoy live music, food vendors, facility tours, kid
activities, a silent auction and more. Visit mc-aac.org/events for information.
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MAKE A: DONATION

1
+1

DOLLAR DOLLAR

Together with her mom, Sawyer
put in a total of 30 hours of volunteer time in
just 6 months. She is a great example of what
our youth today should aspire to be, and at
just 10 years old she shows an astounding
work ethic and a great love for animals.

YOUR

In appreciation for making the
world a better place for dogs, cats
and people. Thanks for all of your
hard work, Sawyer!

MATCHING

Youth Generosity Award

LE

PA W A W A R D

IMPACT

PUR

P

TWICE THE

“I grew up with
R
SUGA
undiagnosed autism
and never knew why it
was so difﬁcult to make friends
compared to others. Luckily, Sugar didn’t
care if I had autism. He didn’t care if I failed to pick up
social cues. Sugar didn’t care if I ﬁdgeted or stimmed.
We had an intense unconditional love for one another.
He grew to be protective of me, and me of him. In
addition to Autism Spectrum Disorder, I struggled
with severe depression and suicidal thoughts. When I
cried, he would lick my tears and provide endless
cuddles. Taking him out on walks helped get me out
of bed. I knew that I could never leave Sugar without
his mama. He was the inspiration that kept me going.
He was an angel worth living for.”
- Tierra

Gene Thayer Animal
Advocate Award
In honor and
recognition for time
and resources that
he has dedicated to
the improvement of our community.
Brian Hopkins is a true advocate of animal welfare
and the Animal Foundation of Great Falls.
Brian has been instrumental in acclimating many
frightened and apprehensive cats to new
environments through genuine tenderness and
patience. His ability to gain the trust of even the most
difﬁcult to handle animals translates to their ability to
be adopted and succeed in a home.
Brian is an inspiration and an example of what the
bond between humans and animals can do for the
greater good of our community.

When you send your newsletter donation to the MCAAC by
December 24, it will be MATCHED dollar-for-dollar by a pair of
generous donors!
$1 BECOMES $2, $5 BECOMES $10...YOUR DONATION HAS TWICE THE IMPACT!
Since 2015, your contributions have helped us to:
• Provide temporary shelter for over 4,000 homeless animals.
• Find homes for more than 3,000 cats and dogs!
• Host over 20 Kids’ Camps to educate our community’s youth!
• Train over 600 volunteers in the humane care of animals!
Every donation counts! Your contribution has TWICE the impact when you donate
by December 24!

DONATE TODAY!
MAIL: P.O. Box 3426, Great Falls, MT 59403
Please make checks payable to: Maclean-Cameron Animal Adoption Center. You may cut
out this section to include in your envelope, for convenience!
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: ____________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ___________________________________ PHONE:_____________________________________
ONLINE: mc-aac.org/newsletter
CALL: (406) 727-7387
IN PERSON: 900 25th Ave NE, Great Falls, MT 59404
Non-Proﬁt Tax ID: 72-1537063

Snap this QR Code with your phone to donate online!
Don’t have a QR reader?
1.) Go to the app store & search “QR Reader.”
2.) Open your camera and point your device at the QR Code.
3.) Wait for your camera to recognize and scan the QR Code.
4.) Click banner or notiﬁcation when it appears on your screen.
5.) The donation page will automatically open in your web browser.

Make a Difference in the Lives of Animals! Donate Online or Submit the Form on This Page.
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For More Information:
Pam Volk, Executive Director

727.7387 ext. 203

Follow Us!
/macleancameronaac
@maclean_cameronaac

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
900 25th Avenue NE, Great Falls, MT 59404

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 3426, Great Falls, MT 59403

CENTER HOURS
Tuesday - Saturday: 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday - Monday: Closed
President John Huber
Vice President Jody Jakes
Treasurer Debbie Corn
Trustees
Becci Dellinger-Willmarth • Jenn Gallmeier
Sandor Hopkins • James Mertz
Karlie Woith

Front Cover Photo Credit: Lindsey Godwin
The Center is a privately run, 501(c)(3) non-proﬁt organization receiving no funding from tax dollars or
government entities. We rely on service income, grants, and fundraising to continue caring for animals in
need and educating the community.

A HUGE

TO OUR SPONSORS, DONORS & SUPPORTERS

FOR THE

OF ANIMALS, THANK YOU!

Jody Jakes
REALTOR ®

